December 8, 2015



AT A WORKSESSION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF NOTTOWAY COUNTY, VIRGINIA, HELD AT THE COURTHOUSE THEREOF, ON TUESDAY, THE 08TH DAY OF DECEMBER IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD TWO THOUSAND FIFTEEN AND IN THE 240TH YEAR OF THE COMMONWEALTH: 

		PRESENT:  STEVE BOWEN, CHAIRMAN
			         GARY L. SIMMONS, VICE CHAIRMAN
			         SHERMAN C. VAUGHN
			         HELEN M. SIMMONS
			         CLARENCE A. SIMPSON
			         RONALD E. ROARK, COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR
			         JOHN N. PROSISE, ASSISTANT COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR
			        
		 

 	Chairman Bowen called the work session to order at 5:00 p.m. and then provided the invocation.

Chairman Bowen states the purpose of the work session is to discuss the budget for fiscal year beginning July 01, 2016, a Regional Jail proposal, the Freedom of Information Act, Zoning Amendments and a Resolution of Virginia’s Retreat

Administrator Roark informs the Board that due to the pending retirement of current Treasurer Barbara Senger, a turn-over audit is required; the County can conduct no financial business until this audit is complete therefore the office will be closed December 28-31 to prepare for the transition.  

Administrator Roark informs that the Oath of Office for the Board will take place on December 21, 2015 at 1:00 p.m. in the Nottoway Circuit Court and the organizational meeting of the Board will be held on January 04, 2016 at 5:00 p.m.

Administrator Roark opens the meeting with seeking the Board’s decision on the Piedmont Regional Jail proposed analysis of establishing a Regional Jail Authority.  Administrator Roark reviews the advantages/disadvantages and pros/cons of establishing such an Authority.  It is the consensus of the Board to offer their approval for the study.  

Administrator Roark seeks the Board’s position on a proposed Resolution authorizing Virginia’s Retreat to apply for Non-Profit designation; for the potential to raise funds, receive corporate donations, and apply for more grant opportunities to increase to a higher level the return on investment.  It is the consensus of the Board to adopt the resolution in support as presented.  

Assistant County Administrator Prosise presents a local Government comparison for the Board; the presentation was an attempt to compare and contrast revenues and expenditures, as well as a variety of common services in our six county region that includes Nottoway and the five counties that surround; Amelia, Brunswick, Dinwiddie, Lunenburg and Prince Edward.  Additional information was provided relating to tax revenue and other topics as discussed at various Board meetings in the recent past.  Assistant Administrator Prosise’s comparisons represent a snapshot of how the six counties address major budget categories that all share for the same time period.  Assistance Administrator Prosise discloses that the data used to prepare the reports is readily available for inspection.
 
Administrator Roark informs that he will be sending out the requests for budget proposals in February 2016.  Supervisor Vaughn suggests that the Board consider starting out the upcoming budget preparations with the united message that the Board will be seeking level local funding for fiscal year 2017.  The Board had a majority consensus on level funding; Chairman Bowen and Supervisors Vaughn and Simpson are in support of level funding, Vice Chairman Gary Simmons and Supervisor Helen Simmons suggest it is too early in the current budget year to consider level funding for the next.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Administrator Roark suggests that the Board discuss its handling of Freedom of Information Act requests as it was suggested by a citizen at the last meeting that the Code was not being followed.  It is the consensus of the Board that they follow the common practices they have utilized in the past concerning the advertising format of the Budget and replies to Freedom of Information Act requests and in addition seek County Attorney Preston Williams’ assistance with drafting a letter to a particular citizen concerning his questions.

Administrator Roark seeks the Board’s position on proposed amendments to the Nottoway County Zoning Ordinance as prepared by the Planning Commission; the Board received these amendments a few months ago.  It is the consensus of the Board to hold a work session to review and discuss the proposed changes before taking action on them; this will be scheduled for early 2016.

Administrator Roark discusses the recent incident involving a Landfill vehicle and driver; the County’s insurance company has declared the truck a total loss and has provided options for a loss payout and assistance towards locating a replacement vehicle.  Administrator Roark announces that the Landfill truck driver is still undergoing medical evaluations.  It is the consensus of the Board to take the loss payout from the Insurance Company and use this towards the purchase of the best suitable used replacement vehicle.

Vice Chairman Simmons informs the Board of a recent conversation between him and WBBC 93.5 radio station manager Dennis Royer concerning the need to secure the location of the Foreign Affairs Security Training Center at Fort Pickett.  Mr. Royer would like to offer his air time to educate on and promote the FAST-C project.  Assistant Administrator Prosise has prepared a written statement for the Board’s consideration.  It is the consensus of the Board that the statement is accurate and suitable for air play at no expense to the County.

Chairman Bowen asks for incoming Chairman, Vice Chairman Gary Simmons, to consider an alteration to the standard meeting agenda; allow public hearings and/or presentations to be held before allowing delegations of the public to speak.  Supervisor Vaughn expresses disagreement with Chairman Bowen’s suggestion and urges him not to let citizens dictate how the Board runs their meetings.  The consensus of the Board is to limit the time that a delegation speaks.  

Vice Chairman Simmons asks Administrator Roark to include the Pledge of Allegiance to the meeting agenda for January 2016.

There being no further business to come before the Board, Chairman Bowen adjourned the work session at 7:14 p.m.
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